Advancing the human and civil rights of people with disabilities
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February 6, 2007

Governor Rod R. Blagojevich

Office of the Governor

100 West Randolph Street, Suite 16-100
Chicago, Illinois 60601-3220

Dear Governor Blagojevich:

Equip for Equality’s Abuse Investigation Unit has been closely monitoring incidents and deaths
that have occurred at the Howe Developmental Center through site visits and by reviewing a
substantial number of clinical records. As a result of the findings of the Investigation Unit,
together with the serious deficiencies cited by the Department of Public Health resulting in the
pending decertification proceedings, we call upon the State to immediately begin the process
of closing Howe Developmental Center.

Since September 2005 at least 8 individuals have died at Howe due, in part, to a substantial
lack of appropriate care. The same kind of substandard care was glaringly apparent during a
December 2006 review of approximately 10% of the clinical records of individuals currently
residing at Howe. Given the extent to which such substandard care is tolerated and embedded
within the culture of the facility, it is clear that every individual residing at Howe is at substantial
risk of serious injury or death.

Howe’s failure to adequately address the very serious deficiencies found by the Department of
Public Health (Addendum 1) resulted in not only the need for independent monitors to protect
the health and safety of the individuals there but also the initiation of decertification proceedings
to remove the facility from participation in the federal Medicaid program. Such extraordinary
action by the Department of Public Health clearly supports our conclusion that this facility
must be closed.

Recommendations

We call upon the State to immediately develop an effective plan for the closure of the Howe
Developmental Center that includes:

» A prohibition on any new admissions into Howe;

» A transition plan that will allow for individuals with developmental disabilities
and their guardians to identify individual support options in the community to meet
their wants and needs;
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