Advancing the human and civil rights of people with disabilities
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VIA FACSIMILE and POSTAL MAIL
October 9, 2007

Governor Rod R. Blagojevich

Office of the Governor

100 West Randolph Street, Suite 16-100
Chicago, Illinois 60601-3220

Re:  Howe Developmental Center
Dear Governor Blagojevich:

We are writing again to provide additional information regarding the Howe Developmental
Center’s continued failure to meet even minimal standards related to the care and treatment of
people with disabilities. Clearly, in spite of the significant resources expended by the State to
keep Howe open, the futility of that decision is glaringly apparent from Howe’s longstanding
inability to provide even the most basic care in a competent fashion.

During August 2007, Equip for Equality’s Abuse Investigation Unit continued weekly
monitoring visits to Howe. These visits included both review of individual charts and
restraint records, including the records of two more individuals who have died, and tours of
the living and day program areas. Numerous on-going and serious deficiencies in the quality
of medical care, programming and safety of the individuals living at Howe were plainly
evident during each visit. Significant findings include:

Failure to provide medical follow up care after problematic test results
Inadequate programming

Inadequate nursing assessments

Poor nursing and physician care and documentation

Poor bowel monitoring

Failure to provide needed emotional/psychological care/assessments
Failure to provide complete Hepatitis B vaccination series

Improper implementation of behavioral plans

Lack of meaningful programming/safe care

Staff unfamiliar with individual needs/programs/names
Cancellation of on-site programs without adequate cause
Improper job functions for persons with disabilities

Failure to address evidence of Malnutrition

Failure to properly address abnormal EKG

Failure to follow physician orders for vital signs
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