Advancing the buman and civil rights of people with disabilities
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December 20, 2007

Governor Rod R. Blagojevich

Office of the Governor

100 West Randolph Street, Suite 16-100
Chicago, Illinois 60601-3220

Re:  Howe Developmental Center
Dear Governor Blagojevich:

Between September and mid-November 2007, Equip for Equality's Investigation Unit
conducted five on-site investigations that included tours of the facility, review of medical
records and review of restraint documentation and conducted three additional investigations
of people who have died at Howe. Including these three deaths, at least 17 people have died
at Howe since September 2005.

In a span of time covering less than 3 months, during this period of review, the Investigation
Unit identified 20 categories of poor or dangerous care and also found evidence of falsified
records and documentation. Significant findings include:

Utilizing restraints when medically contraindicated

Failure to release from restraints when medically necessary

Lack of follow up for abnormal conditions/failure to obtain consults

Failure to follow doctors’ orders

Failure to administer vaccinations resulting in contraction of hepatitis B

Failure to provide position changes as ordered

Failure to monitor bowel habits

Failure to ensure direct support are familiar with the individuals for whom they
have responsibility to provide care and treatment

Absence of active treatment for individuals not attending day program

Failure to provide self-administration of medication training

Failure to provide adequate treatment to prevent development of decubitis ulcers
Failure to provide rehabilitative services

Failure to provide emergency care

Failure to obtain medical evaluation

Failure to obtain consent for procedures

Absent or inadequate pain assessments

Failure to investigate possible abuse

Physician documentation on annual physicals stating that mammograms and pap
smears were normal on male patients
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