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 from Equip for Equality’s HAVA Program
	EFE FACT SHEET – Voting Rights & Information


This resource sheet is a guide to voting rights for people with disabilities. 
Nothing written here shall be understood to be legal advice.  For specific legal advice an attorney should be consulted.

For alternate formats, contact Equip for Equality at 800.537.3632, TTY: 800.610.2779.
Registrationtc "Registration"
Who can register to vote?tc "Who can register to vote?"

Citizens of the U.S. on election day


Who are at least 18 years of age on or before election day


Residents of the precinct at least 30 days as of the day of the next election

You must register to vote if:tc "You must register to vote if\:"

You have never registered before


You have recently moved or changed your name


People who move within 28 days of an election but reside in the same precinct may vote by signing an affidavit

When can you register to vote?tc "When can you register to vote?"

Voter registration is open year round except for the 28-day period just prior to an election and during the 2-day period after each election (one day after in Chicago). 


Register to vote by February 21 for the March 21 election!

When you register, bring at least two pieces of identification -- at least one that has your address:tc "When you register, bring at least two pieces of identification -- at least one that has your address\:"

Driver’s License


Illinois State ID


Social Security card


Employee or student ID card


Recent Utility bill


Credit card


Birth certificate


Public assistance ID card


Library card


Civic, union or professional association membership card

Where can you register to vote?tc "Where can you register to vote?"
In Person:


Equip for Equality offices


Your local election authority


County Clerk’s office


Board of Election’s office


City and village offices


Township offices


Military recruitment offices


Some public libraries have registrars on staff; as well as forms 


Check with your employer or school to see if they sponsor a voter registration drive or suggest that they do.


Some schools


Some labor groups


Some civic groups

· Some corporations

· Precinct Committeemen

When applying for services at the following: 


Driver’s License Facilities


Department of Healthcare and Family Services offices

· Department of Public Health offices

· Div. of Mental Health & Developmental Disabilities offices


Division of Rehabilitation Services offices

Mail-In Registration 


Illinois State Board of Elections website has forms to download, print and mail in: www.elections.state.il.us 

· Contact your local election authority for details 

· Persons registering by mail must vote in person the first time and show identification at that time.

Voter Rights


Federal law says that polling places must be accessible to persons with disabilities. But if you want to be sure you can vote on election day, it’s best to plan ahead.


Call the election office in your city or county and tell them where you live and that you have a disability and you need an accessible voting place. 


You could vote in another precinct’s polling place or at a central location like a country courthouse. 


Curbside voting -- If the building is not accessible, curbside voting may be provided. The election judges bring the ballot out to you. To take advantage of this, you are asked to contact your voting authority prior to Election Day. However, election judges should be prepared to offer curbside voting whenever a voter requests it. 

As a voter, you have a choice to ask anyone you want to assist you at the polls, except for your employer or an officer of a union of which you are a member. (You may bring a: friend, family member, teacher, personal attendant, neighbor, etc.)


You may also ask the election judges for help.


Two judges must assist you in the voting booth-one Democrat and one Republican.


You sign a paper that states you have requested assistance, states your disability and whether it is temporary or permanent. 


You can be given instructions on how to vote with a sample ballot without signing the assistance paper.


The person who assists you is not allowed to try to influence you to vote a certain way.
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DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?
Contact Equip for Equality (all services are free of charge):

800.537.2532 (voice) or 800.610.2779 (TTY)

Contactus@equipforequality.org
www.equipforequality.org

This resource material is intended as a guide for people with disabilities. Nothing written here shall be understood to be legal advice. For specific legal advice, an attorney should be consulted. 

Equip for Equality, an independent nonprofit organization, is the Illinois state Protection & Advocacy System whose mission is to advance the human and civil rights of children and adults with disabilities.

This publication was made possible by a grant from the Help America Vote Act. The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of the authors and do not reflect the views of the Help America Vote Act.
©Equip for Equality, 2005
Revised: 11/21/2007



PAGE  
(2)


_1108881963.unknown

